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DEDICATION
 
 

I  dedicate this book to the nation of Zambia. In a time when nations would 
rather disassociate themselves with Christianity and the God of Christians, 

Zambia stands aloft unashamed of its status as a Christian nation and has shown 
its pride in God by officially declaring itself as a Christian nation. In this is

found Zambia’s hope for a brighter and prosperous future. For as Psalm 33:12
says: ‘Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord…’ May this book be the

expression of that hope, not just for Zambia but also for every Christian who is
not ashamed to be called by the name of the Lord.
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INTRODUCTION
 
 

 

    If there is a subject on which there are plenty of books, it is that of
blessings and prosperity. There are so many that it does not seem logical for one
to write another book on the subject. However, people do have different
perceptions concerning blessings and prosperity. And some of these perceptions
are not biblical. Just because someone quotes scripture when talking or writing
about something, it does not necessarily mean that what he or she is saying or
writing is biblical. There are those who quote scripture in order to make their
fleshly ideas and perceptions appear biblical. However, some misquote scripture
innocently. They speak about things on which they have little or no knowledge.
Then there are those who are driven by wrong motives when writing on the
subject. They want to become best sellers and, consequently, become rich. This
is because they know that books on blessings or prosperity attract a lot of
readership. Everybody wants to be blessed or prosperous. And a lot of people
these days are willing to go to extremes to get what they perceive as blessings or 
prosperity. Those with the gift of writing are only too glad to take advantage of 
this attitude for their own enrichment. It is easy to corrupt noble things when 
your motives are not noble. Indeed, a Christian writer whose aim is to become 
rich will not give a second thought to the idea of twisting scripture to support 
his or her misconceived ideas in order to draw many readers.  It is as the Lord 
said of the spiritual leaders in Jeremiah’s time:

 

“How can you say, “We are wise, for we have the law of the LORD,” when actually the
lying pen of the scribe has handled it falsely? The wise will be put to shame; they will be

dismayed and trapped. Since they have rejected the word of the LORD, what kind of wisdom



do they have?”
(Jeremiah 8:8).

 
 

Never write a Christian book because you want to become rich. Write it because
you want to reveal the mind of God concerning a particular subject to people. If
you write worthy, not worthless, words, you will be God’s spokesman. The
simple rule is that one should write only what he or she hears and sees in the
council of the Lord and not his or her own opinions. He or she should not, as
the Lord put it to Job, darken God’s counsel with words that have no knowledge(Job
38:2).

 

Job was humble enough to acknowledge his inadequacies. He answered the
Lord,

 

“You asked, ‘Who is this that obscures my counsel with words without knowledge?” surely
I spoke of things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know”

(Job 42:3).
 

Having said what I have above, I feel that it is important for me to state that I
am not in any way attempting to set myself above others by making it seem as if
only what I write on the topic of blessings and prosperity is trustworthy or true.
I feel that it would only be fair for you to hold me accountable to the same
standards that I point out in this book with regards to other authors. But, above
all, it is my earnest desire that, above human approval, I will get the approval of
the Lord Himself. To this end, I seek, to the best of my conscious awareness, to
present to you that which I believe the Lord has impressed upon my heart
concerning the subject of blessings and prosperity. I would wish to present my 
writing to  you as if I was presenting it before God Himself, for in such



circumstances I would be aware that I was talking to someone who was seeing
through my motives and has perfect knowledge of the truth and of how it looks
and sounds like. But, at the same time, I would not wish you to judge the
truthfulness of what I have written with a standard based on your own or
somebody’s human opinion but on truth based on sound biblical teaching. In
other words, I would like you to look at my teaching with an open mind—that
is, one which is willing to set aside its long held perceptions and beliefs when
presented with compelling evidence from the bible against such perceptions and
beliefs. I would not want to see you behave like how Pilate did when he stood
before Jesus and asked Him, “What is truth?” This is after Jesus had said that
He came on earth to testify of the truth(John 18:37-38). The truth which Pilate
could not see was standing right before him. Jesus was that truth which Pilate
had so long sought to know(see John 14:6). The truth does not always appear
before us in the way we expect it or would like it to sound. When it comes to
spiritual matters, the packaging and method of delivery isn’t always as important
as the content. The power of truth is in what it is able to do for you and not
necessarily in how it is presented to you.

 

However, in order for the power of truth to work for you, you first have to
know that truth. As Jesus Himself said in John 8:32.

 
 

“…you shall know the truth, and the truth will make you free”
(NKJV).

 

The truth may appear frightening sometimes, but that does not mean it will not

benefit us. Christ’s act of driving out the money changers at the temple in

Jerusalem seemed frightening to those present, but it was an act inspired by the



truth. The truth was plainly pointed out by Jesus Himself to those he had  

driven out.

 

“It is written,” he said to them, “’My house will be a house of prayer’; but you have made

it a den of robbers’”

(Luke 19:46).

 

Christ’s concern was that the temple of His Father had been turned into a place

where the lovers of money could make money, a market-place for their greed.

The same is now happening in the church today. Some ministers only see the

church as an avenue for becoming rich. She has become a playground for those

who seek to rob her flock of their hard earned money. Jesus is determined to

drive out such. In his hand is a whip. The name of that whip is truth. The truth

which Jesus has for the church today will set free his flock from the hold of

those whose work in the church is motivated by their love for money. God will

set free those who are ensnared by false doctrines on prosperity. The people

God is determined to prosper in the church are those who have set their hearts

on prospering by truth only. In this book I will share with you the truths which I

believe God has set for anyone who has set his or her heart on walking the

paths He has set. I do not offer in this book business strategies learned from

some business college, but the truth as set out in the bible. To this end, many



things which I will present to you as paths by which to bring blessings into your

life will surprise you, as at first glance they will seem unrelated to the matter at

hand. But when you go through them with a receptive heart, you will discover

that there are at the very heart of the blessings of God. So, read, learn and apply

what you will see. And the Lord will be faithful to fulfil his word in your life.

 

 

 



 
 

[CHAPTER 1]
 

 

WHEN FAVOUR KNOCKS AT YOUR DOOR
 
 

When one mentions the word blessings or the word prosperity the first thing
that often comes to mind in the minds of many people is money or material
riches. Humans, especially modern humans, seem to have this preprogramed
idea that to be blessed means to have money. But is this what the bible means
when it talks about blessings and prosperity? Well, let us find out. 3 John 2
reads: ‘Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things  and be in health, just
as your soul prospers’(NKJV). This scripture, clearly, reveals that prosperity is
not just about the financial life of a person but encompasses all the facets of his
life. Your soul needs to prosper, your body, the work of your hands, your
marriage and all your other concerns also need to prosper. Why then do people
only attribute prosperity to finances? Well, the idea of exclusively attributing
blessings to money was the devil’s idea forged to divert the human mind from
the truth about life and spirituality. He desires to separate the spiritual from the
physical and exalt the latter above the former. He wants people to believe that
they don’t need God in order to be blessed and prosperous. He wants you to
think all you need to do in order to be blessed is to apply yourself physically.
“Forget the spiritual and concentrate on the physical” is the moto of his
deceptive game. There is one very dangerous trap in this game. When one
dispenses of the spiritual and gets attached to the physical he puts himself in the
devil’s playground, the place where he has all power to do as much harm as he



wants. This is because on this ground there is absence of the power that defends
humans from the destructive works of the devil. That power which is a defence
against the devil is the presence of God. Placing yourself where God cannot
defend you from his attacks is exactly what the devil wants you to do. The
blessings chapter, Deuteronomy chapter 28, is a scriptural description of two
contrasts, a place or situation where God is present and one where He is not. It
shows us that God’s presence is not present where disobedience is present and
only present where obedience and holiness are. In the first 14 verses we see the
Lord describing the blessings that will come upon those who obey his
commands and in the rest of the chapters He describes the curses that will befall
anyone who decides to live contrary to the commands of God. The words
written in this chapter define what blessings and prosperity are. It is clear from
this chapter that to be blessed is to have the favour of God on your life.
 

It is also clear from the blessings chapter that obedience is what earns you the
favour of God. I know that this statement that I have just made has riled up
some theologians. They are probably asking, “Do we not live in the dispensation
of grace, where favour is a gift and cannot be earned so long as you are a child
of God?” Well, on one hand, they are right, but, on the other, they are wrong.
They are right when they refer to salvation as grace or favour of God but not
when they refer to favour in terms of how the Lord deals with you as an
individual. Don’t worry, I am not making this up in my head. There is scriptural
support for what I am saying. Notice what Jesus said in John 14:21.

 

“Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one that loves me. He who loves me will
be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.”

 

Wow! Did you get that? Jesus is literally saying the favour of God comes to
those who obey the commands of God. Notice that He doesn’t say favour



comes to everyone who is called a Christian. There is a beautiful scripture in the
old testament which says the same thing which Jesus said here. That scripture is
Jeremiah 17:10. It reads,
 
 

“I the LORD search the heart and examine the mind, to reward a man according to his
conduct, according to what his deeds deserve.”

 

So, clearly, favour is fair. I know you have heard many preachers out there tell
you that favour isn’t fair. That you receive from heaven what you don’t deserve.
Well, apart from salvation, healing and deliverance, that is simply not true. Sorry
that I am blowing up your theology. But I have to in order to have the Lord set
you free from failure and lack of progress in life. A lie deserves no mercy. It
needs to be smashed to pieces by biblical truth. As Jeremiah 23:29 declares:
 
 

“Is not my word like fire,” declares the LORD, “and like a hammer that breaks a rock in
pieces?

 
 

The problem with this kind of theology is that it causes people to believe that
they can live anyhow they wish to and do whatever vile thing they want to and
still receive good things from God. And when it doesn’t work out that way they
point an accusing finger at God, accusing Him of not fulfilling His promises to
them. Many people forget that favour is a reward for one’s faithfulness in
fulfilling the conditions of the covenant between man and God. It is interesting
that in Deuteronomy 29:1 the bible calls the conditions that Moses gave in the
blessings chapter as the terms of the covenant. God is not bound by the
demands of a man but by a man’s obedience to the conditions of the covenant



with that man. When you keep your end of the deal God has no choice but to
keep his part.
 
 

‘God is not a man, that he should lie, nor a son of man, that he should change his mind. Does
he speak and then not act? Does he promise and not fulfil?’

(Numbers 23:19).
 
 

If you keep the conditions of His covenant with you, He will look upon you
with favour. But, perhaps, you are not familiar with the power of favour. If that
is the case, let me explain it to you.
 

The bible declares in Ecclesiastes 3:1 that there is a time for everything and a
season for every activity under heaven. One such time and season is the time of
favour. A time of favour can be defined as a time of God’s visitation. That is
why Jesus, He who was God in flesh, at the beginning of His ministry stood up
in the synagogue in Nazareth and quoted from Isaiah 61:1-3 to proclaim the
beginning of the time of God’s favour, declaring:

 
 

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to

release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour”
(Luke 4:18-19).

 
 

In other words, Jesus was declaring on that day that God had come in the flesh
to visit man. The Son of God had become the Son of Man. What is interesting
about God’s time of favour is that it is not controlled by earthly conditions but



by a wilful act and desire on the part of God. When God sets a time to move in
a person’s life he will do exactly what He came to do whether circumstances
around that person are suitable or not. Hence, favour can also be defined as
God’s empowerment to perform or possess in an hostile or limiting
environment. Therefore, in the time of favour, whatever the Lord tells you to
plant you should quickly plant. Do not waste time trying to figure out if the
earthly conditions make logic for the kind of thing the Lord wants you to plant.
 
 

“Whoever watches the wind will not plant; whoever looks at the clouds will not leap,”
(Ecclesiastes 11:4).

 
 

In  other words, let the favour of the Lord be your rain or dew and God’s  
vision for you be your cloud(Proverbs 16:15). Then you will be able to produce
fruit even in times none believers call hard times.
 
 
 

‘The LORD will open the heavens, the storehouse of his bounty to send rain on your land in
season and to bless all the work of your hands’

(Deuteronomy 28:12).
 
 

When it is time for God’s favour for you there is no demon or man who can
stand against you.
 
 

‘This is what the Lord says to his anointed…whose hand I take hold of to subdue nations
before him and to strip kings of their armour, to open doors before him so that gates will not be



shut: I will go before you and will level the mountains; I will break down gates of bronze and
cut through bars of iron. I will give you treasures of darkness, riches stored in secret places, so
that you may know that I am the LORD, the God of Israel, who summons you by name’

(Isaiah 45:1-3).
 
 

God opens doors in many ways. They include connecting you to people you
need in order to get to your destiny, the availability his anointing and power to
work things to your advantage, giving you the wisdom that has the ability to
move the hearts of people who are pivotal to the fulfilment of a divinely
predetermined end, etc. Indeed, wisdom opened many doors of prosperity for
Solomon(2 Chronicles 1:7-12; 9:22-24).
 

In a nut shell, favour gives you the power and strength you need for a
progressive and prosperous life. Sometimes people wait on others when they
have in their hands the power to do what they are desiring. They are like a
person who has a voter’s card but does not use it against a person whom he
knows to be unsuitable for political office. Some obstacles can never move until
you make an effort to move them. Favour is like a voter’s card. It is God’s
power put in your hands to move obstacles. It is like a master key given to you
to open locked doors. However, the reality is that the benefits of favour can
only be accessed through effort. A door will not open until you turn the key.
One can never harvest unless he first plants, no matter how good the rains may
be. If you have not planted any seed, you have no reason and no right to expect
an harvest. Seed can be anything, from offerings to service in the mission field,
from gathering up the courage to propose to sending an application letter for
the job you want, from sitting down to write a business plan to taking the first
step to set the ball rolling for your plans. The list is endless but should be in
tandem with what God has for your life. It all depends on what the Lord tells



you to do and what kind of fruit He is seeking from your obedience. Each kind
of seed has its own kind of harvest, but every seed blessed by the Lord produces
a great harvest.
 

Now, in the same way that a person can find favour with God, he or she can
also find favour with men. Proverbs 3:3-4 declares:

 
 

‘Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the
tablet of your heart. Then you will win favour and a good name in the sight of God and man.’
 
 

We see from this scripture that one of the ways a person finds favour with other
people is through love. Love in this case may be defined as giving a hand,
compassion, kindness, etc. In 2 Corinthians 9:13-14 the apostle Paul tells the
Corinthians that their generosity in sharing with others would make the hearts
of those who they help go out to them, which is another way of saying they
would find favour in the hearts of those they help. In verse 14 Paul seems to
indicate that this favour will find its expression in passionate prayers for them by
those they help. The passion of those prayers can be best understood from the
way the Jews who had been sent by a centurion to ask Jesus’ help in the healing
of his servant expressed themselves. Luke 7:4-6 tells us:
 
 

“When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, “This man deserves to have you do
this, because he loves our nation and has built our synagogue.” So Jesus went with them.’

 

Earnest prayers for you from people who cannot repay you for your kindness to 
them  are among the keys that open God’s floodgates of blessings over your life,
for God pays on their behalf. There is also another way favour on one’s life is



seen. This is when people begin to recognize that God is with you. A story is
told in Genesis chapter 26 of a time when Isaac, Abraham’s son, had a
hundredfold harvest in the land of his enemies the Philistines and became so
wealthy that they, in envy, chased him away from their land. But on taking time
to consider his case they reasoned that it was better to have Isaac as a friend
than an enemy, for they saw that God was with him. So they followed him to
the place they had chased him to make a treaty of friendship with him(Genesis
26:12-17; 26-31). It is not the greatness of the wealth that Isaac had which
convinced the Philistines that God was with him but the way that he acquired it.
Normally one would not have an harvest, let alone a great harvest, in time of
drought. But Isaac did. This was, clearly, evidence of God’s hand on Isaac’s life
and the Philistines recognized this. Interestingly, Proverbs 14:24 tells us that
wealth                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
obtained by godly means earns one the respect of men. The reason such wealth
earns one respect is that wealth gained through godly means reveals how God
works in a person’s life and how that wealth does no harm or injustice to
people. People come to the realization that your wealth is not stolen or corruptly
obtained and has not been obtained at the expense of their well-being or peace.
In a world where the norm in business has become dirty dealings and
exploitation of workers, conducting a business righteously and with justice is a
great feat—one deserving respect and admiration. Capitalists argue that you
cannot run a business in the boardroom of mercy, for—as they put it—business
is not charity. But I would argue that a merciless businessman is an exploitative
one. For he does not care that his workers are unable to meet the needs of their
families on the merger wages he gives them. Usually such an attitude is as a
result of greed and the belittling of God’s promise to reward those who treat
their workers with justice. They consider it folly for one to expect retains on his
business just for treating his workers justly. In their carnal minds they fail to see



the connection between just wages and business success. They fail to realize that
God puts a blessing on a business which does its operations with justice. They 
think it is superstitious  nonsense for anyone to conduct his business on this 
principle  from the bible. They do not realize the folly of doing business the way
they do it. The folly of doing business the way they do it is in not realizing that
greed and exploitation of others puts their life and business in jeopardy. Firstly,
they cannot expect help from the Lord when they find themselves in need of
healing from an incurable disease or some other personal predicament and they
will get punished for their sins on judgement day. But then again, who can
expect them to believe in this also. They are more inclined to believe that money
can solve all their problems. As Proverbs 18:11 declares:
 
 
 

“The wealth of the rich is their fortified city, they imagine it as an unscalable wall.”
 
 

But, as it happens, life doesn’t always obey that rule. Disease, Death and
destruction know how to climb the rich man’s high wall. The only thing that
disease, death and destruction are afraid of is the name and person of Jesus.
 

The love which the Lord has for us provides us with more security than
anything money can buy. Thankfully, great as it is, His love is free. But so
should the love of a potential partner. There is one truth every person seeking a
life partner should always remember. That though it takes money to marry, it
doesn’t take money to fall in love. True love does not cost a thing; it is free. If
you are made to pay for love, just know that it isn’t true love. Money in marriage
only comes in because there are bills to pay, mouths to feed and people to
clothe and house. Marriage is not about expensive jewellery, cars and other nice



staff. If you can afford them, by all means buy them. But don’t get married to a
person who has an insatiable appetite for expensive things, one who is always
thinking of shopping. Such people are a one way ticket to financial headaches
and bankruptcy. With such a person in your life, debt collectors will always be
knocking at your door. Get someone who is able to restrain herself. The bible
tells us in Proverbs 19:14:

 
 

‘Houses and wealth are inherited from parents, but a prudent wife is from the LORD.’
 
 

The word prudent here means being wise in the way one uses money. In this
case the bible is telling us that if one does not get a prudent wife from the Lord
he will end up marrying a wife who will help him lose the wealth he inherited
from his parents through her reckless spending. It is telling us that the Lord uses
a prudent wife to save a man from a life of debt. In other words, a good wife is
part of God’s prosperity plans for a man. But how does one get a good wife?
Proverbs 18:22 has the answer for us. It tells us:

 

‘He who finds a wife finds what is good and receives favour from the LORD.’
 

In other words, you need the favour of the Lord to find a good wife. Favour is
the lamp that lights up the path to a good wife and the telescope that magnifies
a man’s godly and desirable qualities in the eyes of a woman. Favour opens the
eyes of the blind and blinds the eyes of those who have eyes. In other words,
when favour is on your life the person who is meant to spend life with you will
see you for the good person that you are and the person who does not deserve
you will spite your personality. Favour attracts the good and repels the bad. It is
a sweet fragrance to the deserving and an awful odour to the undeserving. With



it the Lord protects his own from those who can harm them if allowed into
their lives. Do not worry when potential mates seem to be paying more
attention to others than to you. It may be the Lord’s way of protecting you from
unsuitable people. Remember that you are not called to marry the world; you are
called to marry only one person. Not every person that crosses your path is your
husband(wife). So, all you need to do is to exercise patience and keep working
on yourself and on your relationship with the Lord. In the time of your favour
for marriage the Lord will send the person He has prepared for your life.
Remember that it is in working on yourself and on your relationship with the
Lord that favour for marriage comes on your life. Remember the prayer of
Jabez. The bible tells us:

 
 

‘Jabez was more honorable than his brothers. His mother had named him Jabez,  saying, 
"I gave birth to him in pain." Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, "Oh, that you would bless 
me and enlarge my territory! Let your hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I will 

be free from pain." And God granted his request’
(1 Chronicles 4:9-10).

 
 

Have you noticed what this scripture says about the character of Jabez. It says
he was more honourable than his brothers. That means he spent time and effort
working on himself and on his relationship with the Lord. That is what brought
him the blessing he was asking for from the Lord. It was not necessarily his
prayer that brought him the blessing, but his character and devotion to the
Lord. Prayer easily receives answers when you are an honourable and Godly
person. Likewise, marriage in itself doesn’t necessarily give you favour; it is
favour that gives you a good marriage. There is no favour in marrying a bad wife
or husband. Don’t plunge into a bad marriage thinking that when you marry the



Lord will begin to favour you. It doesn’t work that way. He will only favour you
if you are with the person He prepared for you and not necessarily because you
are now married.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

[CHAPTER 2]
 
 

THE BEGINNING OF THE PATH OF PROSPERITY
 

In the bible God is represented by many names. One of those names is that
of Alpha and Omega, Greek names meaning the beginning and the end.
Everything has a beginning. But the beginning of beginnings is God Himself.
That means if God doesn’t begin with you, He won’t finish with you. He  is the 
initiator of every godly path. The first thing that a person who expects to 
prosper and be blessed by the Lord needs is a revelation of the end—that is, the 
omega—of the journey he will embark on. Indeed, the Lord Himself declares in
Isaiah 46:10:
 
 

“I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient  times, what is still to come.”
 
 

One of the reasons God shows us the end from the beginning is so that we
do not find ourselves victims of the love of money or material things. It is
interesting to note that in the bible we find many verses of scripture which 
admonish us not to run after riches.  The bible even calls desiring riches a sin. In
1 Timothy 6:9 the apostle Paul tells us:

 
 

‘People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and
harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.’



 

Yet the same bible tells us of men of God who were super rich. In 1 Timothy 
6:17 it even tells us that  riches are part of God’s enjoyment package for us. So,
the question we are forced to ask is: Is the bible contradicting itself when it talks
about riches? The answer is, of course, no. But how then do we reconcile these
scriptures? Well, to answer this question, we must first understand what Jesus
meant when he said in Matthew 6:33,
 

“…seek first his[God’s] kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to
you as well.”

 

When Jesus told His followers to seek first the kingdom, He was admonishing
them to run after God’s purposes for their lives. Why do I say so. Well, it is
because I know that at the heart of every purpose from God is His kingdom.
God seeks to advance His kingdom in every righteous way He can. To this end,
He has designed every purpose that originates from his mind in such a way that
it aides the advancement of His kingdom. And this is where protection from the
trap of money comes in. When the kingdom of God is at the centre of your
purpose in life, you will avoid anything that works in contradiction to it. This
will happen because your desire to accomplish the will of God for your life will
cause you to seek and obey the leading of the Spirit of God. And when you are
guided by God, you will discover how His ways are different from the world’s
ways. And this will aide your spiritual walk.
 

‘…live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature,’
 

Galatians 5:16 tells us. In other words, if following God is truly at the heart of
your spiritual pursuit, you will change your ways and how you see life to
conform to God’s ways and the way He understands life. Romans 12:2 will



happen to you. This scripture declares to us:
 
 

‘Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.
Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is –his good, pleasing and perfect

will.'
 
 

And what was Christ’s perception of the pattern of the world with regards to
material possessions?
 
 

“…the pagans run after all these things...”
(Matthew 6:32).

 
 

In other words, the number one ambition and preoccupation of people of this
world is acquiring riches and material possessions. And they are willing to do
evil in order to acquire it. So, Christ’s admonition to His followers was for them
not run after money but to run after kingdom purposes. Let kingdom business
be your first business. One excuse people who chase money give is that
everybody needs money. They  will point out to you that you also need money. 
And the truth is that they are right about that. Jesus Himself did acknowledge 
that you need money and other material things when He said to His followers,

 
 

“…your Father in heaven knows that you need them.”

(Matthew 6:32).
 



 

The problem is not your need for money but your attitude towards money.
Those who chase money only use the ‘everybody needs money’ phrase as a
cliche to justify and camouflage their love for money. We should not fall prey to
the deception of such people. To avoid being deceived by such we must
understand what the bible means when it speaks about the love of money. What
is the love of money? Well, the love of money is the willingness to forsake the
will, purposes and commands of God in order to take possession of it. It is
similar in definition to the love of women. You only need to replace the word
money with the word women. Hence, it is no surprise that the love of money
and of women are often very close twins. Having money makes it easy for a man
to give full vent of his love for women. And like dung to flies is money to
morally deficient women. It is an irresistible attraction to them. If you love
money as a woman, there is no limit as to the level to which you will be willing 
to degrade yourself sexually to  have it. Likewise, if  you love women as a man
who has money to spare there will be no limit as to the number and character of
women you will sleep with. And such are just a few of the many ways by which
those who love money or women plunge their lives into ruin and destruction, as
the apostle Paul put it in 1 Timothy 6:9.
 

Clearly, the love of money is not a good alpha—that is, a starting point—for 
prospering financially. Any path which starts from such a point has a destructive 
end. The alpha of true financial  prosperity is your love for God.  And the 
extent to which this love for God is demanded from us is as seen in
Deuteronomy 6:5.
 
 

‘Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength.’



 
 

Why is your love for God the alpha of financial prosperity? Well, it is because
your love for God is the umbilical cord that keeps you tied, in plenty or lack and
in riches or poverty, to Him who is the rewarder of those who diligently seek
Him. You can never get anything from God if you don’t stay tied to Him. A
man without true love for God would soon quit on God in the midst of lack
and tribulation. Your love for God gives you the greatest chance you have at
seeing the Lord’s goodness in the land of the living. Hence, the apostle Paul was
right on target when he said in 1 Corinthians 13:2,
 
 

‘…if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.’
 
 

Your faith will take you part of the way, but your love for God is what will take
you to the end of the journey. For the truth is that if you give up on God,  you 
will  also give up on the journey He has set for your life. So, which person in  
Christ’s parable of the sower do you represent(Matthew 13:1-23)?. Are you a
person whose path to Godly promises has been choked by the worries of this
world or the deceitfulness of worldly wealth? Are you on the good side, the side
where there are people who persevere and finally reach the end of the path, the
land of promise?

One thing is clear. You can never come to the place where you see the
promises of God upon your life come to pass without the encouragement of
God Himself. If you have to embark on any journey, make sure that God is
going with you. Have the attitude which Moses had. He would not allow himself
to go on a journey on which God would not accompany him(Exodus 33:15).
When God goes with you He will encourage you in times of hardship, in times



when the devil is trying his best to stop you on your tracks. Desiring to finish
the journey set for you by the Lord is a good and noble desire. However, desire
is not enough to sustain you. You need strength against hardship. For hardship
is a killer of desire and sooner or later you will meet hardship on your journey
with a mission to kill your desire. And during such times you will need the
encouragement of the Holy Spirit. His comfort and encouragement is what will
give you the strength to overcome the hardships that you will face on your
journey. The reason that the people in Christ’s parable of the sower who quit
when they faced hardship did so is because they never relied on the Holy Spirit
and His strength. They didn’t take any time to cultivate a relationship with the
Holy Spirit. They relied on their own strength.

 
 

‘This is what the LORD says: “Cursed is the one who trusts in man, who depends on flesh for
his strength and whose heart turns away from the LORD. He will be like a bush in the

wastelands; he will not see prosperity when it comes. He will dwell in the parched places of the
desert, in a salt land where no one lives. "But blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD ,
whose confidence is in him. He will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots

by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in
a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit"’

(Jeremiah 17:5-8).
 

So, the question is: Have you planted your life in the Holy Spirit? Is your
Christian life rooted in Him?
 

       Now, I would like to take a look at the parable of the sower from two
angles. Matthew 13:23 speaks of the person who finishes the journey set before
him as a one who understands the word while Luke 8:15 says of the same
person that he is one who perseveres until he finishes the journey. That means



the two attributes are related. A person who understands the word is a person
who has come to realize that one cannot finish the journey set before him if he
does not persevere to the end. The trouble with many Christians these days is
that they expect blessings and prosperity to come to their way without working
for them. They think that the word of God is some kind of magic wand, where
the prophet speaks a word and that word comes to pass without any effort on
their part. They do not want to make any sacrifices to draw the blessings and
prosperity they are seeking into their lives. But God doesn’t work that way; and
for a good reason. In Deuteronomy chapter 8 the bible clearly shows us how
God works when he sets a person on the path of blessings and prosperity. It
talks about how He deliberately led the Israelites through the desert before
enabling them to enter the land of blessings and prosperity He had promised
them. And in verse 16 He tells them why he did so. He tells them that it was
because He wanted everything to go well with them in the end. That seems
rather strange. How could going hungry, enduring the desert heat and its many
predatory dangers benefit a person in the end? Well, we don’t have to look
further for the answers to that question than Deuteronomy chapter 8 itself.
Firstly, this chapter tells us that it was to test whether or not their hearts would
keep God’s commands. And this hinged on trust on God’s word. He wanted to
know whether they would trust in His word in times of hardship and not
abandon it to follow their own ideas or survival plans. The temptation to let go
of God’s guiding hand in times of hardship to follow your own plans is very real
and many a man have done so. This is because in such times it seems as if God
doesn’t care and is very far from us. But the reality is that God never leaves us
and He never forsakes us. It is the enemy who would like us to think that God
has abandoned us. He wants us to let go of the plans that God has for us. Don’t
follow your feelings. Follow the word that God has spoken over your life. The
Lord is there even when you don’t feel that He is.



 
 

‘Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all
your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths

’(Proverbs 3:5-6-NKJV).
 
 

Secondly, it was to make them to have an enduring sense of dependence upon
God’s providence. They had to come to a place where they could acknowledge
that without God they could do and achieve nothing. It is hard to let go of what
you are dependent upon. We see this even with drug addicts. Letting go of drug
use can prove very painful and hard for them, so much so that they even get
sick. Their bodies have become so used to the drugs that what would otherwise
be an abnormal chemical balance in the body has become normal and getting
back to the normal seems abnormal. In the same way, God wants us to be
addicted to Him. He wants us to breathe and live in His atmosphere. He wants
living in His presence to become the normal and living away from it abnormal.
It should be as the apostle Paul said to the people of Athens. Speaking of God,
he said to them in Acts 17:28:

 
 

“For in Him we live and move and have our being…”
 
 

Are you a Christian who can live without God? Do you always have some
plan B up your sleeve to offset what you consider as the possibility of God’s
plan failing? Sometimes our actions reveal our motives, desires and mind-set.
When you keep a backup plan it may be a sign that you don’t entirely trust in the
Lord’s promises to you. There is such a thing as levels of trust. And to the extent
that you trust the Lord is the extent to which He will bless you.



 

That may be the reason Jesus spoke of measures of blessings in Matthew 13:23.
He said that among the faithful some produce a hundred, others sixty and still
others thirty times what was sworn. The more you put your trust in the Lord,
the greater will your harvest be. However, I must point out something  I never 
understood for a very long time. My modern mind-set was fixed on thinking in
terms of percentages and I always thought that when Jesus spoke of hundreds,
sixties and thirties He was speaking in terms of a hundred, sixty and thirty
percent what was sworn. I never realized that He was speaking in terms of
multiplication. Hence, in that regard, thirty times what was sworn is more than a
hundred percent what was sworn. It may even be thirty thousand percent what
was sworn. That in itself tells us that whatever measure the Lord gives you, it
will be more than enough, more than you need. But the Lord gives you more
than enough not so that you can use it to make a name for yourself as a wealthy
person or spend it on promiscuity, but in order to make you a blessing to others.
To this end, the apostle Paul could say in 2 Corinthians 9:10-13:

 
 

‘…he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your
store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every
way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in
thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's

people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.’
 
 

May your wealth be a source of joy for others and for God. May it not be a
source of pain, especially for your wife and children. When you have more
money than you need, don’t spend it on those who have no regard for the
sanctity of your marriage bed. Those women of the world who want to use you



as some sort of money tree to satisfy their own materialistic cravings. Spend it
on those who really need it. Never forget the poor and needy.

 



 

[CHAPTER 3]
 
 

THE FAITHFUL TITHER
 

God has made many promises in His word. One of them is that He will send
an abundance of blessings on those pay their tithes.  We read in Malachi 3:10
God declaring:

 
 

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in
this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven

and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.”
 
 
 

The Lord calls   paying the tithe as a righteous act on the part of the one who 
pays it. A righteous act is an act of obedience to God’s commands. But the bible 
also tells us in Nehemiah 9:8 that God’s act of fulfilling His promises is also a
righteous act. This is because, by fulfilling His promises, he shows that He does
not lie when making promises, for a lie is an unrighteous act. Hence, we have
two types of righteousness, one coming from man on earth and the other
coming from God in heaven. The righteousness from earth opens the way for
the righteousness from heaven to come down(Psalm 85:13).

 

However, it seems strange that sometimes when we pay our tithe nothing
happens, no blessing is showered from above. Why is that the case? Is God
being unrighteous when a man is being righteous? Certainly not!  For Job 4:17-



18 declares:
 
 

“Can a man be more righteous than God? Can a man be more pure than his Maker? If
God places no trust in his servants, if he charges his angels with error, how much more those
who live in houses of clay, whose foundations are in the dust, who are crushed more readily

than a moth!’
 
 

Notice here that, as much as He had little trust in those angels who rebelled
against Him, God puts no trust in man. In this fact we find the reason why
sometimes God does not immediately send His blessing on those who pay the 
tithe.  He wants first to see if he can trust them. In other words, He wants to see 
if they are more interested in his blessings than in Him. He holds on to the 
abundance of His blessings and only sends it in trickles to see if they love Him 
enough to obey His command by continuing to pay the tithe despite not 
receiving a lot.   As Proverbs 20:6 declares:

 
 

‘Many a man claims to have unfailing love, but a faithful man who can find.’
 
 

In other words, true love is proved by its faithfulness. It is sad that in the church 
today people don’t give because of their love for  God but because they expect
something in return. There are so few people in the church today who are
concerned for the welfare of the causes of God. This was also true of the people
in Malachi’s time. We see in Malachi 3:10a how the Lord complained that they
were not concerned that his temple lacked food for the Priests and Levites.
They were like the people in Haggai’s time, whom the Lord rebuked for
neglecting the temple. They were busy building their own houses while the



temple lay in ruins(Haggai 1:1-4). In the same way, people in the church today
are neglecting God’s house because they lack love for God. They don’t find
delight in pleasing the Lord, in seeing His needs met. God’s needs include the
pastor and his family’s financial needs and the  widow’s and the orphan’s needs. 

 

What this boils down to is ungratefulness. People no longer show
gratefulness for what was done for them on the cross. They don’t realize the
magnitude of what God has done for them. Where once they were objects of
wrath, destined for the fires of hell, now they are children of the Most High
God and destined for a life with Him for eternity. No wonder the prophet
Micah asks in Micah 6:6-7 the question:

 
 

“With what shall I come before the LORD and bow down before the exalted God? Shall I
come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the LORD be pleased with

thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of oil? Shall I offer my firstborn for my
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”

 
 

Eternity is not long enough for us to repay the Lord for what He did for us on
the cross. What, then, can we do for the Lord.   The prophet Micah has the
answer for us.

 
 

‘He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To
act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God,’

(Micah 6:8).
 
 

In  other words, show your gratitude to God for what He has done for you by 



showing love for Him. Be concerned about the things He is concerned about.
Let His burden for the poor, widows, orphans, pastors and the lost be your
burden too. I am reminded of my own calling. To this end, I would like to give
you a little testimony. I give it not because I want you to think of me as one who
is full of love, but that you may learn a great lesson which I learnt. I was born
again in 1994. But before that time, I was religious. I attended church services
and took part in observance of Christian ceremonies and rituals, though I was
not really a Christian. Somewhere around 1991 I found myself as one of those
who were being confirmed as a member of the church I had started to attend a
year earlier. When I got home from the confirmation service, I asked the Lord a
question whose answer was to be a challenge to my life. I asked Him what He
would have me do for Him now that I was a Christian, so I thought. Strangely
enough, although I was not a true Christian, the Lord answered. And He
answered in a way that a none believer like I was would hear it. He put a
thought in my mind that I should randomly open my bible for an answer. I
thought I was just thinking it. When I opened the bible, I found myself reading
John 21:15-18. I read:

 
 

‘When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you
truly love me more than these?" "Yes, Lord," he said, "you know that I love you." Jesus said,

"Feed my lambs." Again Jesus said, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me?" He
answered, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Take care of my sheep.” The
third time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter was hurt because Jesus
asked him the third time, "Do you love me?" He said, "Lord, you know all things; you know

that I love you." Jesus said, "Feed my sheep.”’
 
 

I didn’t know it, but this was the first time that God was calling me into



ministry. Unfortunately, I passed off the whole thing as just some coincidence
and a figment of my imagination. The reality was that I was too concerned
about my secular aspirations to care about the ministry. My ears were locked
against the sound of God’s voice by my quest for worldly ambitions and
pleasures. However, some three years later, the Lord was to unlocked them.
This would be after I had gone through troubles and finally accepted Jesus
Christ as my personal saviour. With my salvation came also again the call. This
time around the circumstances were different. When the call came for the
second time it found a soul which was so grateful for what the Lord had done 
for it that it was prepared to go without the pleasures it had so much longed for 
just to serve the Lord. This time around I saw the call as an opportunity to 
express my love for the Lord for the love He had shown me by saving me. 
Later,  I would understand what Christ meant in Luke 7:47, when He said that
he who has been forgiven much loves much. The kingdom of God is about
love; love for God and love for fellow humans. So, the question is: Are you
giving to the Lord because you love Him and His creation and are grateful for
the gift of salvation or just because you know that He has promised to bless
those who give? What if there was no promise attached to giving or tithing,
would you still give and tithe?

 

This is a question which can only be answered by your reaction to delayed
harvest. The man who is faithful in paying the tithe in times when doing so does
not seem to yield any fruit is the man God trusts with the abundance of his
blessings. As Psalm 85:11-12 declares:

 
 

‘Faithfulness springs forth from the earth, and righteousness looks down from heaven. The
LORD will indeed give what is good, and our land will yield its harvest.’

 



 

Nehemiah 9:8 also testifies to the Lord’s faithfulness to Abraham, when it says:
 
 

“You are the LORD God, who chose Abram and brought him out of Ur of the Chaldeans
and named him Abraham. You found his heart faithful to you, and you made a covenant with

him to give to his descendants the land of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizites,
Jebusites and Girgashites. You have kept your promise because you are righteous.”

 
 
 

We preachers speak a lot on the verses of Malachi chapter 3 which talk about
the tithe, and rightly so. But what we often fail to see is the connection between
these verses and the rest of the verses in the chapter. When we consider them
together we discover that the problem of the Israelites in Malachi’s time is that
they got tired of paying their tithe. They did not love the Lord enough to
continue paying the tithe. The words in verses 14 and 15 seem to indicate that
they were saying to themselves that faithfulness in paying the tithe was of no
value. We read in verses 13 to 15:

 
 

‘”You have said harsh things against me," says the LORD . "Yet you ask, 'What have
we said against you?' "You have said, 'It is futile to serve God. What did we gain by carrying
out his requirements and going about like mourners before the LORD Almighty? But now we

call the arrogant blessed. Certainly the evildoers prosper, and even those who challenge God
escape.' "

 
 

The Israelites in Malachi’s were saying those who broke the command to tithe
ended up escaping with a blessing. In other words, they were accusing God of



being unjust. And in the end they concluded that there was no need for them to
continue paying their tithes. By making such a statement they proved that they
did not really love the Lord but were just interested in the gift attached to giving
the tithe. However, among the Israelites were a group which said to themselves,
“Look, even if the Lord is not blessing us, we should continue to pay the tithe
because it is a command from the Lord and the temple needs it for its normal
function.” And God proved and declared them faithful and deserving of His
blessing. Their faithfulness was like incense springing forth from the earth and
ascending into heaven and filling it with an aroma so sweet that God could not
resist it. He just couldn’t help but respond by making an appointment of harvest
for them, a day when it would be said to the Lord by the faithful, like in
Nehemiah 9:8, “You have kept your promise because you are righteous.” Hear
the word of the Lord, you who are faithful paying the tithe.

 
 

"They will be mine," says the LORD Almighty, "in the day when I make up my treasured 
possession.  I will spare them, just as in compassion a man spares his son who serves him. 

And you will again see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between those who 
serve God and those who do not.” I will betroth you in faithfulness, and you will acknowledge
the LORD. "In that day I will respond," declares the LORD - "I will respond to the skies,

and they will respond to the earth; and the earth will respond to the grain…”’
(Malachi 3:17-18; Hosea 2:20-22).

 
 

This was the Lord’s promise to those who did not quit paying their tithes in
Malachi’s time; but it is also His promise to those who have the same spirit in
this day. The bible speaks of many books which are in heaven’s database. There
is the book of life(Revelation 20:12), the marriage register(Isaiah 34:16), etc.
Malachi 3:16 also makes mention of a book  called the book of remembrance.  



From this scripture we see that it is a book in which the good and faithful deeds
of the people living on earth are recorded. We also see from Malachi 3:17 that
there is a day on which this book is opened so that heaven can send down
blessings as rewards for the good and faithful deeds of the people that are found
written there. This is the same book which was opened when the Lord wanted
to bless Cornelius the Roman centurion(Acts 10:1-8). In verse 4 we read part of
the discourse between Cornelius and the angel who was sent to bring him a
message of imminent showers of blessings. The verse tells us:

 
 

‘Cornelius stared at him in fear. “What is it, Lord?” he asked. The angel answered,
“Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial offering before God.”’

 
 
 

In the book of Esther the sixth chapter we see a picture of what happens in
heaven when God wants to bless His faithful ones for their faithfulness. Here
the bible narrates a story of how one night the king of Persia found it hard to
sleep. To pass time, he ordered that the book of Chronicles, the record of his
reign, be brought in and read to him. And there it was found recorded in the
book how Mordecai the Jew saved the king’s life from assassins. On inquiring
what reward had been given to him for his good deed, the king was told that
nothing had been done for Mordecai. So the king decided and ordered that he
be rewarded. So it was that Mordecai was honoured for his good deed. That
book of the Chronicles of the king of Persia is a picture of the book of
remembrance in heaven. And the king of Persia’s restless night shows how that
God will not rest until He sees His faithful ones rewarded for their faithfulness.

 

Malachi 3:17 introduces a word which shows to be a force that compels God



to act on behalf of the faithful, the word compassion. The word compassion
shows that the story about the tithes doesn’t really start in verse 8 of Malachi
chapter 3. It has its beginning in verse 6. In this verse, and in the one that
follows, the Lord reminds the people in Malachi’s time of the unchanging nature
of His compassionate heart. He reminds them of how He has always showed
them compassion ever since the time they were redeemed from the servitude of
the land of Egypt. Indeed, the prophet Jeremiah in verse 3 of chapter 31 of his
book declared:

 
 

‘The LORD appeared to us in the past, saying: “I have loved you with an everlasting love;
I have drawn you with my loving-kindness.”’

 
 

Jeremiah understood what he had quoted, because in Lamentations 3:19-24 he
writes during a time of God’s anger and punishment against Israel for its sin:

 
 

‘I remember my affliction and wandering, the bitterness and gall. I well remember them, and
my soul is downcast within me. Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope: Because of
the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new

every morning; great is your faithfulness. I say to myself,” The LORD is my potion; therefore I
will wait for him.”’

 
 

Hence, with this nature of God’s heart in perspective, it is clear that the message
in Malachi chapter 3 is that God is too compassionate to let the faithful go
unrewarded for their obedience. He is mindful of the heartbreak that result from
a situation where a person works so hard only to get nothing from his toil.
Indeed, that kind of situation is a recipe for depression and suicidal thoughts. In



that situation one experiences a lot of flashbacks of time spent toiling and
regrettably ponders on the things he would have had and achieved had he taken
a different course. That person is also mindful of the fact that he can never
retrieve the time he has lost. Beginning afresh seems like punishment, as he
considers the time he will need to spend to set a new foundation for a new life
and, let along, begin to build on that foundation. Such a situation is suffocating.
The option for suicide seems to be the better one in that situation. Are you a
person who has reached such a point in life? Here is a word from the Lord for
you.

 
 

“Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and have no compassion on the child she has
borne? Though she may forget, I will not forget you”

(Isaiah 49:15).
 

There is a very powerful revelation in this scripture and it hinges on the word
borne—that is, to bear. The outcome of our lives, what we end up becoming is
a sum total of our choices and decisions. And those choices and decisions may
be a product of or are influenced by our desires, other people’s desires for our
lives or God’s desires for our lives. Whether holy or unholy, desires define the
route or course we take in life and decide our destiny. Succumbing to unholy
desires gives birth to a disappointing future but yielding to the desires God has
for your life gives birth to a life He has destined for you. Your life will be the
child God has borne. And as He has indicated in the above scripture, though a
woman may forget the baby she has borne, He can never forget the baby He has
borne; your life. For He has caused your life to become the way it is for a
purpose.

 
 



 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not
to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future”

(Jeremiah 29:11).
 
 

The king of Persia forgot about Mordecai. But God didn’t. So, He induced a
sleepless night for the king of Persia so that he could remember Mordecai’s deed
and reward him for it. In the same way, God is moving and putting together all
the pieces of life on earth that are vital to the birthing forth on earth of the
outcome He has determined for you. Your very enemy’s actions may be the very
thing that spurs you towards the position, place or blessings God has reserved
for you. It is interesting to note from Esther chapter 6 that the king of Persia
used Mordecai’s bitter enemy, Haman, to deliver to him the honour that he
deserved for his good deed.

 
 

‘Oh, the depths of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his
judgements, and his paths beyond tracing out!’

(Romans 11:33).
 
 

Now, the king James version of the bible translates the term future in
Jeremiah 11:29 as an expected end. An expected end is a destiny pre-designed by
God. As Ephesian 1:11 declares,

 
 

‘In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who
works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will.’

 



 

Your destiny is ultimately tied to His wholesale will for mankind, the salvation
of souls. He has designed your life and destiny in such a way that it will make a
contribution to His salvation work for mankind. So, your life is not cheap and
shouldn’t be treated as such. Therefore, keep on keeping on. The Lord is not
finished with you. That voice telling you that the Lord has abandoned you
despite your faithfulness to Him is from the devil. He knows that you have a
great appointment with destiny. He knows that your time to be rewarded for
your faithfulness to God will come and he wants you to abandon your course
and stumble in sin so that you may not be rewarded for your faithfulness. Some
people will say to you, “Show us the fruit of your labour,” and try to convince
you that your inability to produce fruit shows that your expectations are mere
fantasies. But as long as you are doing what the Lord told you, the day will come
when they will be silenced. For in that day the Lord will fulfil His word and
promise right in full view of the sceptics.

 

But what about those in Malachi’s time who had abandoned the commands
of God, those who had said it was futile to serve the Lord? What happened to
them? Well, this may surprise you, they also prospered. In fact, they prospered
much earlier than those had held on to the commands of God. But there is a
reason they prospered earlier. You see, people who do not continue in the ways
of God turn to evil ways. They begin to use evil ways of making money, such as
corruption, overpricing the things they are selling, buying their goods through
the back door, etc. Evil ways bring a lot of money in a very short period of time.
So, the people who turned against God in Malachi’s time prospered quickly.
When they prospered they begun to mock those who were still holding on to
the commands of God. “See,” they said to the faithful, “we told you that people
don’t prosper just because they follow the commands of God. God belongs in
the temple and not at the marketplace where we earn money. God has nothing



to do with your financial prosperity. It is your hard work that fills your pockets
with money and not God. Can’t you see how we have prospered?” This little
dramatic illustration of such people may sound funny and too far stretched. But
believe me when I say that it is the staff of which many conversations by many
of those who have rebelled against God’s ways are made of. So many people in
the world do not consider paying the tithe a good business strategy. “What has a
tithe got to do with modern business?” they ask. Tithes and offerings are
certainly not taught in business colleges and universities. The closest they come
to learning such virtues in business is what they term as corporate responsibility, 
where a company is supposed to  give back to the community in which it 
operates through some social support. It may sound good but the motives 
behind it are not always noble. Often times it is done to mask the environmental 
damage that such a company is doing to that community. People don’t always 
give for the right reasons. There is such a thing as cold-hearted generosity. The
apostle Paul says in 1 Corinthians 13:3,

 
 

‘If I give all I possess to the poor…but have not love, I gain nothing.’
 
 

Give because you are compelled by love to do so and not because you want to
make a name for yourself or to control or deceive other people. It is unfortunate
that even among those in the house of God we find such attitudes. They are
Christians who are generous because they want to establish an undeserved name
or position among God’s people. They are like the prosperous wicked of whom
Psalm 73:9-10 speaks:

 
 

‘Their mouths lay claim to heaven, and their tongues take possession of the earth. Therefore



their people turn to them and drink up waters in abundance.’
 
 

In other words, though they are wicked, they use their wealth to make the
unwary believe that they are great Christians who should be looked at as an
example of what a true Christian should look like. But wait a minute. Is there
really cause to envy their prosperity? Listen to what Proverbs 11:18 says.

 
 

‘A wicked man earns deceptive wages, but he who sows righteousness reaps a sure reward.’
 
 

Money can never buy you a place among those whom God has reserved a
place in heaven. Such a belief is deception itself. It has an imaginary ending
which will never see its fulfilment, for God cannot be bought or bribed.

 
 

‘Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. The one who sows
to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please

the Spirit,  from the Spirit will reap eternal life,’
 
 

the apostle Paul writes in Galatians 6:7-8. And in the next two verses he
continues,

 
 

‘Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we
do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to

those who belong to the family of believers.’
 
 



Don’t stop giving tithes and offerings. Your labour of love will eventually be
rewarded. The prosperity of those who abandon the commands of God for
riches brings them misery, but the prosperity of those who continue obeying the
commands of God brings them happiness. That is what God means in Malachi
3:8 when he says a day is coming when you will see the distinction between the
righteous and the wicked. This is one thing King Solomon recognized and the
one thing which caused him to write in Ecclesiastes 5:19:

 
 

‘…when God gives any man wealth and possessions, and enables him to enjoy them, to
accept his lot and be happy in his work—this is a gift of God. He seldom reflects on the days

of his life, because God keeps him occupied with gladness of heart.’
 
 

May this be true of you also. May God keep you occupied with gladness of
heart.

 



 

[CHAPTER 4]
 

THE BLESSED SERVANT
 

 
 

The greatest lesson any bible student can learn is that righteousness is a gift
from God. That we do not have in ourselves as human beings any capacity to
save ourselves. Isaiah 64:6 describes our own attempts at righteousness as filthy
rags. God, knowing that we could not make ourselves righteous, has made us
righteous through the salvation work he wrought for us on the cross of Calvary
through His Son Jesus Christ. In fact, it is impossible to take the bible and study
it so much that by virtue of your thorough study you find yourself saved. This is
the point which Jesus himself was trying to drive in when he told the Jews in
John 5:39-40:

 
 

“You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal
life. These are the scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life.”

 
 

You may not be able to study the bible so that you become righteous but you
can study it in order to learn how to keep the gift of righteousness you have
received from God. This is partly what the apostle Paul meant when he wrote in
Philippians 2:12 that we should work out our salvation with fear and trembling.
In other words, Paul is admonishing us to guard the gift of salvation that we
have received from God with the righteous acts learned from scripture. We
know this because he says in 2 Timothy 3:16 that scripture is useful for training



in righteousness.
 

One such righteous act is humility, and a form that is called servanthood.
Servanthood is a path to great blessings. The life of David gives us a clue as to
the value of servanthood’s path. 1 Samuel chapter 17 shows us David as a young
anointed man who gets sent to the military camp of the Israelites by his father to
take food to his brothers, who were soldiers in the army of Israel. Unknowing to
him was the fact that on this journey he was going to encounter something that
was going to change his life and spur him towards God’s purposes for his life.
His journey was to present him with an opportunity to get blessed greatly. For
there at the warfront he would meet Goliath, a vicious enemy of Israel, so
vicious that he would even stand up to dare the Israelites—to their dismay. His
very stature sent chilling waves in the Israelite camp. Verse 24 tells us:
 
 

‘When the Israelites saw the man, they all ran from him in great fear.’
 
 

But the opposite was true for David. The presence of Goliath stirred up the
warrior in him. Everybody saw a terrifying enemy but he saw an opportunity to
do something great for God. He said to the king of Israel Saul.

 
 

“Let no-one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant will go and fight him”
(verse 32).

 
 

And fight him, he did—and valiantly so. Verse 48 declares:
 

‘As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly towards the battle line to



meet him.’
 
 

With one sling shot David overcame the Philistine. Then he cut off his head, as
if killing a snake. When you know your God fear flees and you overcome
overwhelming odds. Daniel 11:30 rightly declares,
 
 

‘…those who know their God will do exploits’
(KJV).

 
 

David’s victory earned him wealth, tax exemption for his family, a chance at
getting married to the king’s daughter and recognition. And all this just because
he decided to serve his father and brothers. Clearly, the spirit of servanthood is
a path that leads to opportunities of blessings. There is no greater example of
this than that set by our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. The apostle Paul writes
in Philippians 2:5-11:
 
 

‘Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did
not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the
very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a
man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death- even death on a cross! Therefore God
exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the

name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth.’
 
 

In other words, Christ did not earn the crown as King of kings and Lord of
lords on a ticket of prideful entitlement. He earned it by humbling himself.



Remember this always: The road that leads downwards is the way to the top.
When the world pushes you to the ground, God will lift you up to seat on a
throne.
 
 

‘Who is like the LORD our God, the One who sits enthroned on high, who stoops down to
look on the heavens and the earth? He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from

the ash heap; he seats them with princes, with the princes of their people’
(Psalm 113:5-8).

 
 

Righteousness without a spirit of servanthood will only get you an unsigned
check. An unsigned check is never honoured. There are many righteous people
who have tired themselves with prayer asking God for blessings, because while
they have not neglected to be righteous they have neglected to serve others.
That was the problem with the rich young man who came to see Jesus(Mark
10:17-31). When asked by Jesus if he had followed the commandments, he
quickly affirmed:
 
 

“Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy”
(verse 21).

 
 

Jesus agreed with him  but told him the one thing he lacked was servanthood.
 
 

“Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then
come follow me,”

 



 

Jesus said in verse 21. Jesus was in essence saying there are some things which
money cannot buy you, but servanthood can buy you anything. Money can buy
you a beautiful woman but not a good wife, diamonds but not love, a good
doctor but not health where disease is incurable. But righteous and servanthood  
will buy you a good wife, love and health and many other blessings. The story of 
Hezekiah king of Judah illustrates this so well in 1 Kings chapter 35. Hezekiah
was at the point of death, suffering from an incurable disease. When the Lord
informed him through the prophet Isaiah that he was not going to recover but
die, Hezekiah reminded the Lord of his righteous walk and of his good deeds.
And God answered him by adding 15 more years to his life. Hezekiah did not
rely on kingship or wealth to get the healing he needed. He did not say to the
Lord, “I am a king, so I deserve to be healed,” or, “I am rich, so I can buy
myself good health.” No, he acknowledged the one who holds the keys to good
health and life, the Lord. Thank God he holds the keys to good health and life.
For what would the poor do if he did not? Where would they run to for help in
their time of trouble?
 
 

‘This is what the LORD says: “Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom or the strong man
boast of his strength or the rich man boast of his riches, but let him who boasts boast about
this: that he understands and knows me, that I am the LORD, who exercises kindness,

justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight,” declares the LORD’
(Jeremiah 9:23-24).

 
 

So, let the one who is sick say, “I am healed,” and the one who is poor say, “I
am rich.” Sometimes people think that they are very poor when the reality is
that they are very rich. Rich is the man who has no house and yet is at the



forefront of praying and ministering to the needs of others. He should not be
surprised if the Lord tells someone to give him a mansion. If you are going to
have material riches which God considers a blessing, you will first need to be
rich towards Him. It as the Lord told the church in Smyrna.
 
 

“I know your afflictions and your poverty—yet you are rich”
(Revelation 2:9).

 
 

When the Lord tells those without money to come and buy, it is because He
knows that they hold in their hands heavenly gold coins with the inscription
‘righteousness’ on one side and ‘servanthood’ on the other. With servanthood
you can buy yourself anything. So, if you had to give up your financial security
for Jesus and the gospel, do not be dismayed when you go through lack. For
God will come through for you eventually.
 

‘God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have
helped his people and continue to help them,’
 
 

Hebrews 6:10 tells us.     And in Mark 10:28-30 we read the apostles’ reaction to
Christ’s conversation with the rich young man and His answer to them.
 
 

‘Peter said to him, “We have left everything to follow you!” “I tell you the truth,” Jesus replied,
“no-one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me
and the gospel will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present age(homes, brothers,

sisters, mothers, children and fields—and with them, persecutions) and in the age to come,
eternal life.”’



 
 

Servanthood has a great enemy in pride, for he who is haughty is not willing
to serve other people. Pride can lead one into abandoning the path of
servanthood. And when you abandon the spirit of servanthood, you abandon
the path that leads to opportunities of blessing. When you are proud you will
find yourself at a place where God is pouring out his wrath instead of a place
where He is pouring out his blessings. This was the story of the life of Uzziah
king of Judah. In 2 Chronicles 26 we see that Uzziah started out very well. He
followed the Lord zealously and led the kingdom into worshiping the Lord. 
Because of this the Lord blessed him  greatly. Being a man who loved 
technology and agriculture, the kingdom of Judah advanced a lot and he became 
famous among the nations. However, verse 16 of 2 Chronicles chapter 26
interjects with words that ruffle and mar the beautiful story of Uzziah. We read:
 
 

‘But after Uzziah became powerful, his pride led to his downfall. He was unfaithful to the
LORD his God, and entered the temple of the LORD to burn incense on the altar of

incense.’
 
 

Uzziah was so haughty that he sought to undermine the priesthood. He thought
he could take a position in the house of the Lord God as priest to lord over

things he did not understand and over which he had no authority. For this sin
God punished him greatly. Verses 18 to 23 tells us that the Lord afflicted him
with Leprosy until the day he died. Don’t suffer the fate of Uzziah. Have the
sense of humbling yourself, so that you many experience the good side of life.

 
 

“God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble”



(James 4:6).
  

 



 

[CHAPTER 5]
 
 

WHEN A CURSE IS CALLED A BLESSING
 

I would like to expand further on the topic of pride in this chapter. However,
in this chapter I would  like to put an emphasis on the pride of the wealthy
wicked. And there is no better scripture with which to illustrate my point than
Psalm 73. In chapter 2 I talked about the parable of the sower which Jesus told
His listeners about in Matthew chapter 13. In that parable He used a very
interesting phrase when describing the things that make people fall away from
the right path. He spoke of ‘the deceitfulness of wealth.’ What did Jesus mean
by this? Well, this is well explained in the scripture of which I said the pride of
the wicked is shown, that is Psalm 73. Perhaps this chapter would have been
better titled ‘The Prosperity Of The Wicked.’ But I have titled it the way that I
have because I wanted to illustrate the deceitfulness of this prosperity of the
wicked of which Psalm 73 talks about. Let us start looking at Psalm 73 by first
looking at the first 12 verses. Here the bible reads:
 

‘Surely God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart. But as for me, my feet had almost
slipped; I had nearly lost my foothold. For I envied the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of
the wicked. They have no struggles; their bodies are healthy and strong. They are free from the
burdens common to man; they are not plagued by human ills. Therefore pride is their necklace;
they clothe themselves with violence. From their callous hearts comes iniquity; the evil conceits of
their minds know no limits. They scoff, and speak with malice; in their arrogance they threaten
oppression. Their mouths lay claim to heaven, and their tongues take possession of the earth.
Therefore their people turn to them and drink up waters in abundance. They say, “How can



God know? Does the Almighty have knowledge?” This is what the wicked are like—always
carefree, they increase in wealth.’

 

In these verses we are introduced to two kinds of people. The first is
represented by a person we might term a religiously pure person. But this
person has one problem. Though he is morally upright, he is a poor person. We
know this because he does not ascribe any financial prosperity to himself.
Instead we see him ascribing it to a group of people he calls wicked. That is not
to say he is saying the other group of people is wicked because they are wealthy.
Having money doesn’t make you wicked on its own. It is the wicked way you
acquire or use it that makes you wicked. To this end, the poor pure man points
out the wicked things that the wealthy wicked do with their money. He says
their money causes them to have pride, to use violence and oppression against
other people, to become sarcastic, malicious and other evil things. But the worst
of the evils he lists is that proclaiming themselves to be the religious people that
they are not. For to lay claim to heaven is to declare yourself saved or born
again. The unfortunate part about their claim to heaven is that it is not based on
the salvation which Jesus wrought for mankind on the cross of Calvary but
based on the fact that they are rich. From this kind of people you find those
who qualify their claim to heaven with such statements as, “I cannot be poor
because my God is not poor,” or, “I will only become poor when God dies.”
These statements may sound good and full of faith. But they can just be a
camouflage for the twisted lives of those who say them. One wonders if such
people were to encounter a Job of the bible experience, where they lose all their
wealth and health, if they would still save God. Would their faith stand the test?
Would they stand with God or abandon him? Would they say, as Job
proclaimed in Job 13-15,
 
 



“Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him”
(KJV).

 
 

Or would they act like the rich young man who came to Jesus to ask what he
should do to enter the kingdom of God. When challenged to let go of his wealth
and follow Jesus, he went away sad. His sadness was a sign that he trusted in his
wealth more than he did in God. The interesting part was that the young man
was very religious. He said he had followed the commandments from a young
age. The mistake that many rich people make is that they think that following
religious ceremonies indemnifies them from the consequences of sin. They want
to give a few thousands of dollars to the church and attend Christmas services
so that God can overlook their secret sins and proclaim them Christians. But the
reality is that there is only one route to heaven. It is not popularity or religious
gimmicks and it is certainly not money. It is Jesus Christ. He Himself said in
John 14:6:
 
 

“I am the way and the truth and the life. No-one comes to the Father except through me.”
 
 

The problem is that some pastors don’t help matters at all in this situation. They
make people believe a lie. When they see a rich person they make sure that the
person feels so comfortable with praises and complements that he doesn’t feel
the need to repent of his sins. They are many instances where such rich people
are paraded before congregations as examples of perfect Christians and given
Church positions they do not deserve. The question we are compelled to ask is;
Pastor, where is your love for that lost soul? Why is his pocket of more concern
to you than the state of his soul? You need to change your attitude towards



money, even for the sake of your own soul. Remember the rebuke Christ said
against the teachers of the law and Pharisees in Matthew 23:15.
 
 

"Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel over land and sea to
win a single convert, and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a son of hell as

you are."
 
 

Don’t become the reason a person finds justification in continuing to live a
sinful life. You are called to lead people to the light of life and not to the abyss.
 
 

Now, verse 10 of Psalm 73 tells us that the followers of the wealthy wicked
turn to them and drink up waters in abundance. This is another way of saying
the wicked exercise senseless influence on those who believe in their wealth.
Indeed, it is not uncommon for rich people to be applauded for saying foolish
words. People evaluate words on the basis of how rich the person who has
spoken them is and not on how rich in wisdom the words he has spoken are.
Wealth is a camouflage that hides the folly of a foolish rich man.  And it is very
effective against the spiritually blind in that regard. Very few can see through the
folly of a rich man. However, the bible tells us in Proverbs 28:11,

 
 

‘A rich man may be wise in his own eyes, but a poor man who has discernment sees through
him.’

 
 

Having discernment was the advantage which the poor man in Psalm 73 had
over the prosperous wicked. It is the one thing which protected him from being



deceived by them.
 
 

“Surely in vain have I kept my heart pure; in vain have I washed my hands in innocence. All
day long I have been plagued; I have been punished every morning. If I had said, "I will speak

thus," I would have betrayed your children. When I tried to understand all this, it was
oppressive to me till I entered the sanctuary of God; then I understood their final destiny.

Surely you place them on slippery ground; you cast them down to ruin. How suddenly are they
destroyed, completely swept away by terrors! As a dream when one awakes, so when you arise,

O Lord, you will despise them as fantasies. When my heart was grieved and my spirit
embittered, I was senseless and ignorant; I was a brute beast before you.”

 
 

the discerning poor man tells us in Psalm 73:13-22. The discerning man’s
statement has very interesting words for us. He says, in a nutshell, that he was
blind to the realities of the wealth possessed by the wicked until the day he
entered the presence of the Lord. It was only when he had entered the presence
of the Lord that he got a revelation of that reality. This is a very important
statement he makes. This is because true discernment is never a product of
human instinct or intuition. It is a product of being in the presence of God, in
His council. Your feelings about something or someone are only right if they are
Holy Spirit generated. Without the Holy Spirit’s discernment you will only end
up condemning what is of God and condoning what is of the devil. In fact, the
discernment of the Holy Spirit will stop you from making the tragic mistake of
unintentionally misleading other people. Notice what the poor discerning man
says in verse 15 of Psalm 73.
 
 

“If I had said, “I will speak thus,” I would have betrayed your children.”



 
 

In other words, the discerning poor man is saying that if he had spoken out
praise for the wealthy wicked he would have misled God’s people into believing
that riches of wickedness are good. He would have disheartened those who
believe in getting riches through God. There are many pastors today who don’t 
have the discernment which the poor man in Psalm 73 had. And because of this 
lack of discernment they have led many people astray with their teachings on 
riches. Such pastors perfectly suit the  profile which is given in Jeremiah 10:21. 
In this scripture the bible tells us:
 
 

‘The shepherds are senseless and do not enquire of the LORD; so they do not prosper and all
their flock is scattered.’

 
 

Numbers don’t always tell the true reality. Your church may be full of people,
but that may not be an indication that you are a successful pastor and your
ministry is prospering. It may be prospering financially and not spiritually. What
good is a financially prosperous congregation which is spiritually impoverished?
What good is a scattered congregation—that is, a congregation of people who
have no direction and focus on what is good and right? You are never a great
preacher if your congregation is not spiritually prosperous. The unfortunate
thing is that people these days judge the greatness of a church by how financially
wealthy it is and not by how spiritually wealthy it is. But as true Christians we
must exhibit discernment in this generation with a perverted perspective. We
must heed the warning which Jesus gave in Luke 12:15.
 
 

"Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the



abundance of his possessions."
 
 

And in the same chapter he explains what a man’s life should consist of. He says
a man should be rich towards God. What are these riches which Jesus is talking
about. The apostle Peter has the answer for us. In 2 Peter 1:5-8 he tells us,
 
 

‘…make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to
knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to
godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. For if you possess these qualities

in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.’

 
 

Your focus should not be more on adding to your bank account than on adding
to your knowledge of God and to your love for God and fellow man. A
shepherd who does not possess the qualities which the apostle Peter mentions
above is ineffective and unproductive, even if he is rich.
 
 
 

 



[CHAPTER 6]
 
 

A LEGACY OF BLESSINGS
 

When we look at the old testament stories of the kings of the Jews, we
discover one thing which is prevalent among them. It is the one thing which
seems to be the issue by which all the stories of the ascension or fall of the kings
are explained. Time and again we see that the value of every new king is
determined by whether such a king walked in the ways of David or not. The life
of David as a king had a set a standard by which royal posterity was to be
judged. The bible gives us a glimpse of what David’s life was like in his own
words. He says in 2 Samuel 23:2-6,
 
 

"The Spirit of the LORD spoke through me; his word was on my tongue. The God of Israel
spoke, the Rock of Israel said to me: 'When one rules over men in righteousness, when he rules
in the fear of God, he is like the light of morning at sunrise on a cloudless morning, like the
brightness after rain that brings the grass from the earth.' "Is not my house right with God?

Has he not made with me an everlasting covenant, arranged and secured in every part? Will he
not bring to fruition my salvation and grant me my every desire?'’’

 
 

David lived a righteous life and his righteousness secured for him and for his
posterity blessings. The same can be true for us as it was for him. If we live a life
of righteousness, we will secure for ourselves and for our children a legacy of
blessedness. It is as the prophet Isaiah said in Isaiah 3:10-11.
 
 



‘Tell the righteous, it will be well with them, for they will enjoy the frit of their deeds.’
 
 

And Psalm 128:1-4 so beautifully proclaims this truth when it says:
 

‘Blessed are all who fear the LORD, who walk in his ways. You will eat the fruit of your
labour; blessings and prosperity will be yours. Your wife will be like a fruitful vine within your
house; your sons will be like olive shoots around your table. Thus is the man blessed who fears

the LORD .’
 



The story of generational blessings in the bible didn’t begin with David. It
begun with the forefather of the Jews, Abraham. It also begun with a promise
from God. Exodus 12:1-3 tells us:

 
 

‘The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's
household and go to the land I will show you. "I will make you into a great nation and I will
bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless
you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."’

 
 

Abraham took his family and went to the place God had told him to go. And
from that place God would raise up a nation through Abraham. That nation is
Israel. And through Israel God would raise up the faith we call Christianity,
composed of many peoples of many nations. In this way God fulfilled the
promise to make Abraham the father of many nations(Genesis 17:1-8).

 

How did Abraham become a blessing to many generations of his nation and
of other nations? Well, it was partly because he believed the promise which God
had made to him. He had unwavering faith that what God had said would come
to pass. Romans 4:18-21 tells us:

 
 

‘Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, 
just as it had been said to him, “So shall your  offspring be.” Without weakening in his faith, 
he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead—since he was about a hundred years old

—and that Sarah’s womb was also dead. Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the 
promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, being fully persuaded

that God had power to do what he had promised.’
 



 

Having faith for the future that God has promised you causes you to make steps
that prepare you for that future. What did Abraham do that showed that he had
faith in the future God was promising him? The answer is found in Genesis
chapter 18. Here we read the story of how Abraham did his best to intercede for
the people of Sodom and Gomorrah before God destroyed them for their sin.
Notice the words that are found in verses 16-19. Here the bible reads:

 
 

‘Then the LORD said, "Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do? Abraham
will surely become a great and powerful nation, and all nations on earth will be blessed through
him. For I have chosen him, so that he will direct his children and his household after him to
keep the way of the LORD by doing what is right and just, so that the LORD will bring

about for Abraham what he has promised him."’
 
 

From here we see that Abraham resolutely decided to invest the word of God in
his children and his household. He reasoned that the only way God would fulfil
His promise to him was if his descendants knew the ways of God and lived by
them. Through the knowledge of the ways of God in the subsequent
generations, the Lord would perpetuate His name until he would be known by
other nations also. In fact, this was the reason the nation of Israel was born, the
purpose for her existence. God needed to establish a root which would spread
and cover the whole earth. And He could only do it by establishing a nation
which would be an example to other nations of what it is to have the Lord as
your God and how to have Him as your God.

 

Abraham is a great example to us of how we should invest spiritually in our
children. Proverbs 13:22 tells us:



 
 

‘A good man leaves an inheritance for his children's children, but a sinner's wealth is
stored up for the righteous.’

 
 

When this scripture speaks about a good man leaving an inheritance for his
grandchildren it is not necessarily talking about a financial inheritance. It is
mostly referring to a spiritual inheritance. It is telling us that a good man leaves a
great wealth of the knowledge and wisdom of God to his posterity. Many people
are kin on leaving great financial wealth to their children. They are absentee
fathers whose excuse for not spending time with their wives and children is that
they are working very hard to create a financially stable home for their children.
But their so called hard work means that the priest is always missing from the
house. Hence, the children lack no material thing but are greatly impoverished
when it comes to spiritual wealth. For this reason, when those children finally
inherit what the parent greatly toiled for, they end up losing it all in wild living in
a short time because of their moral deficiency. This is what Proverbs 17:16
means when it says:

 
 

‘Of what use is money in the hand of a fool, since he has no desire to get wisdom?’
 
 

Having money without the wisdom of God is a dangerous thing. Many times it
has led many into the grave. The wisdom of God is a great escape from the
grave for the wealthy. It teaches them morality and restraint. It causes them to
avoid the pitfalls in life and fills their lives with peaceful days. It is the greatest
gift a man can leave his children and grandchildren. The bible talks about
Abraham being a very wealthy man. And it says the same thing about his son



Isaac and his grandson  Jacob. But none of them is known for the wealth he 
had. They are all known for the relationship they had with God, for the way 
they followed the ways of the Lord. They had their priorities in the right place. 
Do you? Is your interest more in knowing God than in having money? Or is it 
the other way round? What is your greatest gift for your children? How much 
time do you spend talking to them about God and His ways? How confident are 
you that if you left them with wealth that wealth would not become a curse that 
would end up destroying them? And how confident are you that they would 
become a blessing and gift to the earth? I speak about them being a blessing on
earth not as just your wish or hope but as an harvest of the spiritual wealth you
have invested in them. Can you in truth say you have planted spiritual seed that
will live to feed many generations ahead? Can it be said of you as the Lord said
to the prophet in Isaiah 54:21:

 
 

‘"As for me, this is my covenant with them," says the LORD . "My Spirit, who is on
you, and my words that I have put in your mouth will not depart from your mouth, or from the

mouths of your children, or from the mouths of their descendants from this time on and
forever," says the LORD."’



[CHAPTER 7]
 
 

THE RIGHT TO BLESS
Just as a  person can earn the right to be blessed through obedience to God, 

so can one earn the right to bless or impart blessings on others.  There are times 
when it is demanded of a man or woman of God to speak a prophetic blessing 
over the life of another person, to set that life on a particular road of destiny.
Often times that demand is placed upon him or her by man and not by God.
When put under such compulsion, some people end up handing out prophetic
blessings of a future filled with good things to those who do not deserve it, in
the way that the false prophets in Micah’s time did. Micah 3:5 tells us:

 
 

‘Thus says the LORD concerning the prophets who make my people stray; who chant
“peace” while they chew with their teeth, but who prepare war against him who puts nothing

into their mouths.’
 
 

In other words the prophet Micah here is telling us that prophets in his time
used to sale blessings. Those who put money in their pockets they gladly blessed
and those who did not have money to give them went away with nothing. No
doubt those who could afford to buy blessings considered themselves very
blessed. They probably walked about self-satisfied and with heads held high. But
were they really blessed?

 

Well, the prophet Jeremiah would say they were not blessed. In fact, he would
call them cursed for believing that they could buy the blessings of God. For he 



tells us in Lamentations  3:37-38:
 
 

‘Who is he who speaks and it comes to pass, when the LORD has not commanded it? Is it
not from the mouth of the Most High that woe and well-being proceed?’

 
 

In other words, it is not the words spoken over you that matters, but the source
of those words. The issue is: Are the words just the words of a man who is 
pleased because you have  put money in his hand or are they the words from a 
God who is pleased with you. There is no remedy apart from repentance for
those who stray from what pleases God and yet expect blessings to be showered
upon their lives. The prophets’ words are not an escape route for those who
persist in their sin. Only repentance can enable them escape the curse that
comes from disobedience. Moses warned in Deuteronomy 29:18-20:

 
 

“So that there may not be among you a man or woman or family or tribe, whose heart turns
away today from the LORD our God…and so it may not happen, when he hears the words of
this curse, that he blesses himself in his heart, saying, ‘I shall have peace, even though I follow
the dictates of my heart’-as the though the drunkard could be included among the sober. The
LORD would not spare him; for then the anger of the LORD and His jealousy would burn

against that man, and every curse that is written in this book would settle on him…’
 
 

Just as one cannot misuse the word of God as a tool to escape the punishment
that is due to him, so can one not use the word of God to bestow on himself
the blessings that he does not deserve. No matter how many times you mutter
blessings scriptures over your life, they will not come to pass if your life is in
contradiction to them. As Psalm 50:16-17 says:



 
 

‘…to the wicked, God says: “What right have you to recite my laws or take my covenants
on your lips? You hate my instruction and cast my words behind you.”’

 
 

God is speaking the same things to those preacher who determine those who
deserve to have prophetic blessings spoken over them by the monetary gains
they get from them. You have no authority and no right to speak blessings over 
them because your attitude has stripped you of that authority and right. How 
can the Lord bless those you speak a blessing over if your words are inspired by 
greed and love of money and by your pursuit for the pleasures of this world?  
You listen to your own heart’s impure motives and have no regard for the voice
of the Lord. The Lord is the only one who knows which person deserves to
have blessings spoken over his or her life. So, He is the only one who can show
the preacher whom to impart a blessing on. That is why 1 Timothy5:22 warns
us:

 
 
 

‘Do not be hasty in the lay on of hands, and do not share in the sins of others. Keep yourself
pure.’

 
 

If we try to invoke blessings on people that the Lord has not shown us we are
not speaking from a sincere and holy heart and God is not obliged to turn our
words in the reality that we are speaking. We are, consequently, affirming and
participating in their sin. The Lord’s desire for his servants is that,

 
 



“Whoever invokes a blessing in the land will do so by the God of truth…”
(Isaiah 65:16).

 
 

If you want your words to have a real impact in the kingdom of God  and in this 
world, you have to speak what God tells you.  You have to speak His will over 
the people. Then God will hear your words and carry them out. It will be just as 
it happened in king Hezekiah’s time. 2 Chronicles  30:27 tells us of that time:

 
 

‘The priests and the Levites stood to bless the people, and God heard them, for their prayer
reached heaven, his holy dwelling place.’

 
 

Speaking blessings over others is the priestly duty of those who are called by
God into ministry. But they can only do so with the truth in mind. In that spirit
I now end this book with a blessing. I speak this blessing with what I have
written in this little book in mind. In other words, my blessing is for those
whom God has called faithful; those who have followed the ways of God as I
have laid them out in this book. My blessing is also for those who, with a sincere
heart, have resolved to leave their wayward paths to follow the Lord’s. This is
my blessing over their lives. The blessing I end this book with is the priestly
blessing that is written in Numbers 6:24-26.

 

‘The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make His face shine upon you, And be
gracious to you; The LORD lift up his countenance upon you, And give you peace”(NKJV).
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